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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING an ABE 

ANNUAL HUMAN BURIAL EXCAVATION PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
 
 
In accordance with the New Mexico Cultural Properties Act, the 

Cultural Properties Review Committee (CPRC) may issue, with the concurrence of the 
State Archaeologist and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), permits to 
excavate unmarked human burials located on state and private lands in New Mexico. 
 
The ANNUAL PERMIT TO EXCAVATE ANY UNMARKED HUMAN BURIAL WITHIN THE STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO or ABE is typically submitted with a 3-year General Investigation permit. 
This permit is intended for inadvertent discoveries during the course of construction or 
other work as stipulated in 18-6-11.2 F NMSA and 4.10.11.9 B. NMAC.  
 
Questions concerning the ABE application should be directed to Jessica Badner at the 
Historic Preservation Division at (505) 476-6160 or jessica.badner@state.nm.us. When 
submitting applications, PLEASE cc NM.SHPO@dca.nm.gov. 
 
Application form: 
 
1. Organization.  Type or print the full name of the company, organization, 
institution, or individual applying for the permit. 
 
2. Company Contact. The person responsible for corresponding with HPD about 
this permit. 

 
3. Mailing Address.  Type or print the address. HPD sends out permit 
correspondence by email.  This address will be included in the list of permittees 
maintained and distributed by HPD unless you request his information be withheld. 
 
4. Telephone.  Type or print your business telephone number.  This number will 
be included in the list of permittees distributed by HPD unless you request that this 
information be withheld. If you would like to include an emergency contact, please do 
so here.  

 
5. E-mail Address.  Type or print the email address at which you would like to 
receive permit-related correspondence. Your e-mail address will be included in the list 
of permittees distributed by HPD unless you request that it be withheld. 
 
6. Staff Roster.  Complete the staff roster for all personnel who may supervise 
excavation of a human burial or unmarked burial ground.  The use of volunteers or 
other individuals who may not meet the specified qualifications is acceptable only if 
they will be directly supervised by qualified personnel.   
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7. Attachments.  In addition to the above information, the applicant shall submit 
the attachments specified in CPRC rule 4. 10.11 NMAC. 

 
  ☐ Staff Roster.  Complete the staff roster for all personnel who may 
supervise the excavation of a human burial. All staff on this list must be listed on the 
SHPO directory under Burial and must include their CV with the application. 
 
 ☐ Curriculum Vitae and Work Experience Chart for all supervisory 
personnel listed on the staff roster.  
 

☐ Methods and Techniques to Excavate Unmarked Human Burials, 
even if HPD has this on file from past applications.  Provide a brief discussion of the 
methods and techniques to be employed, including methods for estimating the date of 
burial, general procedures that may be employed to identify and notify living persons 
who may be related to the human burial and general procedures for determining the 
disposition of human burials. Please include all excavation forms used during recovery. 
All excavation shall be conducted in accordance with CPRC rule 4.10.11 NMAC 
available here: https://nmhistoricpreservation.org/documents/archaeological-
permits.html 

 
☐ Curation Agreement.  Please provide a copy of a current curation 

agreement with the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture (MIAC).  Questions regarding 
curation agreements from the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture should be directed to 
Dianna Sherman, MIAC Collections Manager, 505-476-4443, 
diana.sherman@dca.nm.gov. 
 
8. Permit Term: Please leave this field blank.  HPD will complete this field when 
the application is approved by the CPRC. 
 
Signature and Title.  The applicant may submit an application with an original 
signature via U.S mail, or by email. The email must be sent by a principal investigator 
with primary responsibility for activities conducted by the organization.   
 
Please send the completed application and all attachments to: 
Jessica.badner@dca.nm.gov   PLEASE cc NM.SHPO@dca.nm.gov 
 

Jessica Badner  
Historic Preservation Division 
407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236 
Santa Fe, NM  87501 
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