New Mexico Historic Preservation Division, Department of Cultural Affairs

100 Years of Statehood

2012 Heritage Preservation Month Event Form

Events celebrating the New Mexico Statehood Centennial are especially encouraged. As in past years, HPD also seeks events such as archaeological tours, historic building and district tours, lectures, movie screenings, ceremonies and other preservation-related events for the Calendar of Events. 

Forms due March 2, 2012
Event celebrates the Centennial?    ___yes ___ no

Photographs draw attention to your event!  (photos nonreturnable, provide photo credit if desired. Please send as e-mail attachment with this form)
Providing a photo (jpeg or tiff files only) for calendar? __yes  __no
Date(s) or Ongoing through May; Title of Event; City, town or location; Times :

Reservation, Registration or Admission Fee:  

Event type (architectural or archaeological tour, hike, lecture, film screening, exhibit, re-enactment, etc):​​ 

Describe event in 60 words or less, providing information that will capture the public’s imagination. State relation to Preservation Month theme if applicable:

(to plan an event on State Trust Land you must contact the State Land Office for permission:  505-827-5857)
Directions to Event meeting place: (please state if NM, US or State Road Highway with highway number. Provide address if applicable

Contact Person and/or Sponsoring Agency: 
E-mail address and/or website, phone # with area code:  

Return completed from by MARCH 2, 2012, to Historic Preservation Division

tom.drake@state.nm.us
or
ATTN: Tom Drake, Preservation Events, 407 Galisteo St., Suite 236 Santa Fe, NM  87501

 or Fax: 505-827-6338

More forms available at:  www.nmhistoricpreservation.org.

Community Events

Theme: The Road to Statehood
New Mexico’s road to statehood was one of the longest and rockiest in the nation.  It took 62 years to achieve, beginning with the Mexican American War and a Congressional decision in 1850 that declared it a U.S. territory instead of a state. Three failed constitutions, a perception by much of the country that the predominately Indian and Hispanic population was too foreign and too Catholic to be a part of the Union, and its Wild West reputation for lawlessness hampered efforts until the early 1900s.  Serious consideration was given to naming it Acoma, Lincoln or Montezuma.

New Mexico being chosen as the southern route for the transcontinental railroad and later as a more traversable route over the continental divide for two early national highways gave the state a broader and more economic appeal. President Theodore Roosevelt advocated New Mexico statehood and in 1910 President Taft signed enabling legislation that led to it being established as the forty-seventh state on January 6, 1912.   
There are numerous events associated with statehood, the period that led up to it and the years directly after. Commemorating the politics, milestones and events of the period are ideas for celebrating the Centennial during Preservation Month. Every community in the state was affected by New Mexico becoming the 47th state and in some cases their history begins around the time of statehood. Around the time of statehood, appreciation developed for New Mexico’s unique heritage and it was celebrated in art and architectural styles that spoke to earlier periods.

HPD encourages events that interpret the theme but as in past years welcomes archaeological tours, historic district hikes, ceremonies, lectures and other preservation related events for the annual Calendar of Events. Some communities are home to centenarians who have fascinating stories to share or have passed their stories to others through the tradition of oral history. Preservation-related events held during or very near to the month of May will be published in the Calendar of Events.  Event sponsors will be sent multiple copies of the annual poster, which also will celebrate the Centennial to help advertise and promote their events.
Events Calendar

Approximately 50 communities hold between 75 and 100 preservation-related events during May for Heritage Preservation Month, an event of the National Trust for Historic Preservation coordinated at the state level by most state historic preservation offices. HPD lists all events submitted by deadline in the Calendar of Events, which is available on our website, by e-mail and in a limited printed edition at tourist information centers or through event sponsors.  The Calendar is a user-guide and can be the impetus for spring road trips to New Mexico communities, parks, state and national monuments, pueblos, and historic sites.  The guide includes descriptions, locations and directions to events, photographs and stories of historic sites in the State and National Registers.  The Calendar and our annual poster help promote your event.

Deadline

Please get your information in early and visit www.nmhistoricpreservation.org.  The Calendar will be available online in April. The deadline for HPD to receive event forms is March 2, 2011.

